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INTRODUCING ‘1 AM PEACE"”

Distinguished Readers,

It is time for every generation, civil society, inter-governmental
organization, local and international organization, diplomatic
missions, government and most importantly civilians, to intensify
efforts towards consolidating peace in the Republic of Cameroon. The
path to nation-building and sustainable peace is multifaceted and

Barrister Clifford Niba the Movement for Democracy, Development and Transparency
AKONTEH (MDDT) Cameroon, in collaboration with the National Endowment for
MDDT Executive Director Democracy (NED), in an effort to contribute to the peace process, has

developed a newsletter to serve as a mechanism to amplify youth
voices on reducing youth radicalization, youth violence and a ceasefire in the North West and
South West Regions of Cameroon, amidst the ongoing Anglophone Crisis. Youths have been both
the visible perpetrators and victims of the Crisis, be they civilians or members of the military. As a
commitment to our mission, we seek to mentor youths out of the extreme position of utilizing
violence as the sole mechanism for a resolution of the crisis.

MDDT Cameroon is a not-for-profit and apolitical organization, duly registered in conformity with
the 1990 Law on Freedom of Association in Cameroon, with focus on human rights, democracy
and Peace. Over the last three (03) years, the organization has focused on promoting youth
advocacy and reducing youth radicalization in the North West and South West Regions of
Cameroon within the context of the ongoing Anglophone Crisis. MDDT is fostering this initiative in
collaboration with the National Endowment for Democracy (NED), an independent, non-profit
foundation dedicated to the growth and strengthening of democratic institutions and reducing
violent extremism around the world.

This newsletter is a component of the MDDT-NED Partnership and it has been branded,
“l AM PEACE", with the aim of communicating youth initiatives on possible solutions to the
Anglophone Crisis, sharing best practices and promoting youth endeavors that can be amplified
by stakeholders to enable the North West and South West Regions, as well as the entire nation of
Cameroon revert to a genuine state of peace.

Embedded in this edition, are articles and commentaries from young leaders on the ills of the
ongoing Anglophone Crisis and related infringements on the rule of law, human rights and
civilian protection. Opined in this edition, is an assessment of existing measures to quell down the
crisis since 2016 and possible innovative strategies going forward. The MDDT Cameroon team
identified Young Cameroonian Youth Leaders working in the domain of peace who have shared
their perspectives on the way forward for the Anglophone Crisis.

In conclusion, on behalf of MDDT Cameroon and its honorable partner NED, we call on you to
extrapolate efforts towards not only seeking but driving solutions for a peaceful resolution of the
Anglophone Crisis.
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WHY 1HE

ANGLOPHONE
CRISIS?

A Historical Overview

The origin of the current Anglophone Crisis can be
traced to its colonial and post-colonial history.
Otherwise referred to as the “Anglophone
problem” ”, the current crisis can be described as
a resurgence of a poorly managed decolonization
process in the unfinished project of nation-
building. After more than about 40 years under
British  trusteeship, the British  Southern
Cameroons - present day North West and South
West Regions - was bequeathed an Anglo-Saxon
heritage reflected by a distinct linguistic,
educational, legal, administrative and political
value system. From 1st October 1960 to 30th
September 1961, it was a full self-governing
territory fully responsible for its internal affairs
except for defence and foreign affairs over which
the British continued to exercise temporal
jurisdiction.

Following a United Nations supervised plebiscite,
Southern Cameroons (otherwise referred to today
as “Ambazonia” by those advocating for a
return to the status at independence) joined La
Républigue du Cameroun (Otherwise known
as "The Republic of Cameroon" or French
Cameroon). The Southern Cameroons, therefore,
achieved independence on 1Ist October 1961 by
joining with the Republic of Cameroon rather
than with Nigeria to form the Federal Republic of
Cameroon. The objective of such a union was to
form a federation of two equal states. However,
this political arrangement which barely surpassed
a decade, seemingly became the foundation of
the Anglophone problem and the root cause of
today’s Anglophone Crisis.

After the unification of Southern Cameroon and
French Cameroon in October 1961, the then
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President of French Cameroon, Ahmadou Ahidjo
organized a referendum which dismantled the
1961 federation and instituted a unitary state in
1972 referred to as the United Republic of
Cameroon. This was also accompanied by a
change in the governance structure. It is this
political move, which according to todays
Ambazonians, that kick-started the progressive
domination and erosion of the culture and
identity of Southern Cameroonians. In fact, they
maintain that this move laid down the structural
foundations of institutionalized marginalization,
oppression and suppression of Anglophones. This
political change has equally been described by
pundits as a constitutional coup which under-
mined the basis of peaceful coexistence of two
nations with distinct identities.

Again, in 1984, the current President of
Cameroon, H.E Paul Biya, changed the name of
this union from the “United Republic of
Cameroon” to "The Republic of Cameroon',
which was previously the exclusive appellation
of East or French Cameroon upon attaining
independence from France in 1960. This move
evidently signaled the unilateral undoing of
Southern or West Cameroon as a state of equal
status with the Republic of Cameroon. According
to some political analysts, going back to use this



appellation to refer to two distinct political
entities, signified a disregard for the socio-political
and cultural heritage of former Southern
Cameroons and implied its assimilation into and
under the former French Cameroon.

Since then, Anglophones have launched
significant attempts through peaceful means to
reassert their identity within the union. The
Southern Cameroonian struggle was officially
born as a result of this decision when a sitting
magistrate called Gorji Dinka took the State of
Cameroon to the African Commission on Human
and Peoples' Rights, and later created the
Southern Cameroon National Council (SCNC). In
1993 and 1994, the All Anglophone Conference
(AAC) was held in Buea and Bamenda respective-
ly, wherein Anglophones boldly expressed their
frustration and disgust over what many
considered then and still do so today, to be the
second-class citizenship status to which the
Francophone majority has reduced them; thus
underscoring the need for a return to a federal
system of government as one of its proposals. This
appeal was diluted by the French-dominated
government which called for a Tri-partite
conference wherein all proposals made by Anglo-
phones were ignored in favour of a decentralized
unitary state. Twenty-two years after the 1996
constitution which articulated the agenda of
decentralization, nothing has been implemented
in concrete terms. As a result, Anglophones
have continued to feel marginalized and
disenfranchised, particularly as the most basic
tenets of constitutional provisions on a bi-jural,
bi-cultural and bilingual state have been progres-
sively obliterated.

The tensions boiled back to the surface when in
October 2016, lawyers of Anglo-Saxon Common
Law extraction, organized a peaceful protest,
following a memorandum which they submitted
to the government in May 2015 asking in part, for
a review of Southern Cameroon's identity in the
union. This memo was a direct consequence of
the systematic and continuous dilution of
Common Law practice through the deployment
of civil law trained magistrates who could not
speak or understand the English language, thus
undermining the delivery of justice for Southern
Cameroonians. The call for nonviolent protests
was met with brutal repression by the state of
Cameroon. Lawyers were tear-gassed, brutalized
and their regalia seized. Anglophone teachers lat-

er joined in the strike and the government's
harsh and repressive response triggered a
general outrage by Anglophones which
subsequently translated into calls for a return to
a two-state federation. The collective interests of
Anglophones were represented by the leaders of
the protests who created a consortium. The
leaders (Barrister Felix Agbor Balla, Dr. Neba
Fontem and others) were arrested shortly after
the consortium was banned in 2017.

Following the arrests of the Consortium leaders
and the banning of the consortium, the state of
Cameroon responded with further arbitrary
measures including internet shutdowns, massive
arbitrary arrests, enforced disappearances and
other gross human rights violations meted on
Anglophones in the North West and South West
regions. What started as peaceful protests for the
reinstatement of constitutional safeguards trans-
formed into radical calls for total independence.
This desire was symbolically expressed by the
declaration of independence by Anglophones
on the 1st of October 2017. This day was charac-
terized by a bloody response from government
forces who opened fire on harmless civilians
marching with peace plants. Today, this crisis has
blown out into a full-blown armed conflict
between the state of Cameroon and Separatists
fighting for independence.
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